26                            CANADA

Albany rather than to Ville Marie and this was made
easier when Radisson and Groseilliers, disgusted by
the treatment accorded them at Quebec, had facilitated
access to the shores of Hudson Bay. Nor did the
English hesitate to furnish weapons to the Iroquois
whom they used as an advance guard to clear a path
for their traders to the west and to the north.

The rivalry between French and English, inspired
by the interests of commerce, at first showed itself only
in occasional skirmishes and infrequent raids into each
other's territory. But the discovery of the Mississippi
and the occupation of Louisiana awakened the liveliest
apprehensions among the American subjects of the
British Crown. It was now no longer a question of
battling with reasonably equal weapons for the control
of the fur trade; they must fight off a threat of danger
which became more clear as the French, working from
Quebec, pursued their plan to unite the Great Lakes to
the Gulf of Mexico by a chain of forts and trading
posts. If this line of forts was firmly established the
English colonies would be unable to expand towards
the west, and the relatively narrow quadrilateral in
which they had established themselves might crumble
beneath the assault of a bold adversary. Thus it be-
came important for the British not to clash headlong
with the enemy, but to infiltrate into his territory and
spread out by every means in the direction of the
Mississippi. Facing each other in hostile array in
Europe and on the sea, France and Great Britain were
to fight with equal ferocity on American soil and to
dispute for almost a century the empire of the New
World.

From the very beginning of this duel, the forces